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Why should schools mark the centenary of WWI? 

You cannot fail to have seen the news, TV programmes and events which are happening to mark the centenary.  

It is important to mark this event in schools too as the war had had a profound impact on the world, on Britain, on every community and 

family in our country. It is often said that the events of this conflict marked the end of the old world and heralded the beginning of the 

modern world order. 

 

Are we celebrating or commemorating the war? 

The focus of this pack, as all organised events, is to commemorate the efforts and sacrifices made by ordinary men and women made 

during this conflict.  The aim of the many events being held is to commemorate, and not to celebrate, and there has been much 

discussion about getting the tone right. 

Whilst the Great War was particularly horrific teachers should not be scared of exploring some of the issues with children, the level of 

which will depend on the age of the children. It is an opportunity to explore issues and learn from history. Big questions about war and 

morality may arise, and whatever views and conclusions children have, it was a significant event and people are owed respect and 

remembrance. 

 

Why make a study of the home front? 

The First World War was a completely different kind of war.  Not since the Napoleonic war had warfare (or the threat of it) been brought 

to our shores.  The British public had never had to before face conscription.  Indeed the numbers of men volunteering meant that the 

whole fabric of society could not operate as it had always had done.  Society had to adapt to these changes whether it be in the form of 

rationing or the mobilisation of a female workforce. 

How far these changes had a long term impact upon British Society could be a rich area for the children to explore. 



Modern scholarship is also now asking if it is right to talk about the home front rather than the home fronts.  Historians are now exploring 

whether the war affected communities differently according to their social and economic make up.  Perhaps one picture does not fit all. 

A study of local history in terms of the home front could give pupils a chance of uncovering new material and creating a new 

understanding of the history of their local area. 

 

How does this subject fit into the new National Curriculum? 

At Key Stage 3 this unit could form part of the study of: 

 • challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day 

• a local history study 

By doing so the pupils will: 

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 

and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured 

accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern 

how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between 

local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between 

short- and long-term timescales. 

 

 

 



How can this pack help? 

This is primarily a resource pack providing examples of some of the many documents held by Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology 

Service. 

These items are reproduced for use in the classroom. 

These resources are listed into categories that can be followed in their entirety or can be used in isolation. 

There are certain areas that are not covered, for example Zeppelin attacks because Worcester did not experience these.  These attacks 

could be studied as the fear of them would have had an impact on the people of Worcestershire even though the machines themselves 

would not have been able to make the journey this far inland. 

 

This pack is designed to be part of a series that will look at different aspects of World War One using resources that we have available at 

Worcestershire Archives and Archaeology Service. 

Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service have many other documents that could be of use and we are happy to provide advice 

about how to access them and how to use them.   

Please contact explorethepast@worcestershire.gov.uk  
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How is this pack organised? 

Resource Aims: 

• To encourage pupils to develop the skills of investigation, helping them to: 

pose relevant questions  

locate and collect relevant information 

draw inferences and make deductions 

generate and extend ideas and to apply imagination 

reflect critically upon the resources explored 

• To synthesise what they have found out. 

• To provide opportunities for pupils to cooperate and work effectively with others,      and take part in group and class discussions. 

• To understand what their community was like in the past. 

• To place their findings in chronological and national context. 

• To organise information and communicate their findings in a variety of ways including the use of information technology. 

 

Prior learning: 

The pupils will need to have: 

• Worked with resources from the past. 

• Asked questions about the past and used sources to find answers. 

• Understood that evidence has to be questioned. 



  

War is declared and the military machine sets in motion. 

Off to war we go 



The push to join up was on and Worcestershire men were not slow to join up. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Everyone obviously felt that they had a duty to 

make sure that all menfolk 'did their bit' and went 

off to war. 

Recruitment began to tail off but the authorities, such as the Mayor of 

Worcester, did his best to continue the drive. 



 

 
  

Men sent postcards home and stirring reports were published in newspapers to keep the morale of those left at home 

high. 

Tales of bravery and courage were reported in the newspapers back home to inspire new recruits. 
Newspapers found these a good source of propaganda. 



  



 
 

Due to heavy losses conscription was imposed in 1917.  Certain occupations were 

however exempted as the following records go to show. 



 

  

Every day life went on as normal. 

People got married. 
As the war progressed the weddings became less ostentatious. 

Those left behind 



 
  

As time passed by the Berrows Pictorial Supplement included more photographs of the fallen. 

The paper still continued to cover local events.  The Pram Parade would seem an occasion for proud 

mothers to show off their children.  Such events could also be seen in the light of the concern for ' the 

health of the nation.'  Was the nation really fit enough to defend itself? 



 

Industrial disputes were still taking place and the 

notion of women receiving similar pay to men was 

questioned. 
Industrial disputes were still taking place and the notion of women 

receiving similar pay to men was questioned. 



                                 

  
From very early on the war meant changes to everyday life of the 

civilian population. 
Concern was rife about potential shortages. 

 

Everything changes 



  From early on in the war society was urged to make sacrifices for the war effort.  There was an expectation that 
 war would not be restricted to 'some corner of a foreign field'.  

Residents of German origin were quickly called upon to register themselves and faced prosecution if they did not do so. 
 

War on the home front 



 
  

The people of Worcestershire accommodated a number of Belgian refugees. 



  



  



  

It was families who would suffer most due to the war.  Suffering could include financial hardship. 



 
  

It was expected that women would bear the brunt of financial hardship. 



 

  

The Government needed finance and everyone was asked to play their part. 
'Julian' was paid for by voluntary contributions from the people of Worcester. 



                                                         
  

Rationing  

 These 2 extracts taken from the Berrows Journal in 

August 1914 show that there was an awareness of 

how the war would affect the civilian population. 



 
  

From 1915 Worcester was facing shortages of its staple foods. 

Complaints appeared in the newspapers about supplies being directed to the large hotels. 



 

  



 

  

The Government, at first, appealed to individual conscience to 

moderate consumption before rationing was introduced. 



 

  

The next step was to make appeals to encourage people to work upon the land. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally in 1917 the Government imposed rationing upon the British population. 



Women at war 

  

Initially women were called upon to help the war effort in the usual 

'domestic fields'. 

 



  



 

 
  

Women became ambulance drivers and many 

joined the VAD as unqualified nurses. 

For many middle and upper class single women this 

was their first experience of work and a taste of 

independence. 

Some of these VADs were posted in France, 

Flanders and Malta. 



 
  

Whilst the VAD were untrained their efforts were 

obviously greatly valued (by the soldiers at least.) 

Many large properties in Worcestershire were converted 

into convalescent hospital including Battenhall 

Worcester, Abbey Manor Evesham and Hartlebury Castle. 



 
  

Women have always worked on the land when needed as an extra 'pair of hands'. 

During the war women were called upon to take a regular role in the workforce and release men to become soldiers. 

This article in the newspaper shows how women were now being considered as a 'professional workforce.' 



 

  



  

The female workforce became a vital component in the production of armaments.   

This first photograph was taken in the factory in Blackpool, Worcester. 

Being part of this new workforce gave women new opportunities and experiences. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reporting of such incidents as that 

below reflect the public's concern about the 

new roles and freedoms that women were 

experiencing.  Many articles appeared 

discussing the moral welfare of such 

women. 

 



Children at war 

 

  
In some respects children's lives continued as normal but they are also called upon to 

help out particularly in response to the food crisis. 



 

  



The end of the war! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful Websites 
 
Worcestershire WW1 http://www.ww1worcestershire.co.uk/  
 
Voices of War and Peace: The Great War and its legacy www.voicesofwarandpeace.org  
 
Worcestershire Archives http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/archive-and-archaeology/search-our-records.aspx  
 
Imperial War Museum http://www.iwm.org.uk/learning/resources/learning-resources  
 
BBC http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0/ww1/  
  
British Legion http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary   

National Archives www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/greatwar 

 

 
This pack was produced by Worcester Archive and Archaeology Service as part of the Worcestershire WW100 project funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 
Newspaper extracts by kind permission of Newsquest Worcester News 
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website: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/waas   
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