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Small Pits, Big Tdeas TT

 Community archaeology
project researching rural
medieval settlements

e Test pits in 6 locations
across Worcestershire

e Excavations autumn
2021 — summer 2022

* Finds analysis, then final
exhibitions early 2023
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Village stories

e How old are they?

e When did villages first
appear in Worcestershire?

e Thought to be in medieval
times (10t — 12th centuries)

e |ots of villages were
deserted after the Black
Death — these have been
excavated

e BUT, what about the villages
we still live in today?
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e Rubbish was often
thrown out the back of
houses

e Amount of pottery gives
idea of how many
people lived nearby
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The big picture
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e Story of medieval rural
East Anglia is now fairly
well understood
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Wolverley

 First mentioned in the
9th century

17 households recorded
in 1086 AD

e But where was the
medieval settlement
located?
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Plg Dig -

e 15 test pits

e 81 people took part

e Most test pits reached the
underlying geology, meaning
that all archaeological layers
were excavated (i.e. no earlier
finds have been missed!)
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e Lots of iron workmg
waste — smithy on site?

e No finds predating the
18th century
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Three pieces of medieval .
pottery T

15t — 17th century roof tiles K™

Lots of pottery from late 18t
century onwards

Earlier house on plot?
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Test Pit 4
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Test Pit 5: Rock Hill

e Deep build up of
archaeological layers

e Lots of medieval pottery!
Mostly 13t century in date

e Medieval roof tiles too (13t —
16t century), unusual in rural
areas at this date
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Test Pit+ @: Froc

e Lots of finds, mostly
18th century and later

e Range of medieval
pottery, including
unusual vessel

......

e Early window glass
(pre-18t century)?
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e Medieval occupation near
to site

e Finds mostly late 18t and
early 19t century
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e Very dlsturbed gr ¢
modern circuit board
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Test Pit 10: Old

e Wig curler?

e Late 17t — 19t century
artefacts

e Ground well mixed with
Victorian finds 1m down

e Could there be an earlier
layer that wasn’t reached?
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e Finds typical of l.;;.,,_; .
from late 18t — 19th

e Porcelain — not seen in many
test pits :

‘Bath Row Bottling Co Ltd
Birmingham’

e Confirmed this area was farmland
until recently with few houses nearby
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Test Pit 13: Wolverley Court

e Only Roman find!

\
J\ e Medieval occupation near site —
v early roof tile and bit of pottery

e Brick from metalworking hearth?
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Where was the
medieval village?

e (Clear focus of activity around
junction of Blakeshall and
Drakelow Lanes

e \Was the manor here?
e How does it relate to church?

e QOther clusters of houses
across parish
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But what about g™ century
Wolverley?

e First written mention of Wolverley is in 9t" century

e Before 1250 AD, rural Worcestershire either
doesn’t have access to or chooses not to use much
pottery

e Big Digs have shown that we can’t see earlier
medieval settlement in same way as elsewhere in
East Anglia
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Explere the Past



individual potters
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e Research for the futuré-:
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Village development

e May have grown a little in 15t

or 16" century 20 A

e Big expansion in 17t and 18t 2 Wolvertey Hoitse,
centuries — not just that
households owned more
pottery, but dwellings built on
new sites

e |ndustrial expansion with canal
(finished 1772) and mills
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Small Pits,

Big Ideas

HISTORY UNDER YOUR FEET

HERITAGE
FUND
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